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Environmental Protection: An Encyclopedic Dictionary
(From the Greek word chole, meaning bile.) An acute, highly infectious, water-related and excreta-related
disease of the gastrointestinal tract caused by the bacteria Vibrio cholerae,which produce an exotoxin, a
substance that causes excessive fluid losses. It has worldwide distribution but is endemic in some parts of
Asia (e.g., China and India). It is transmitted via the fecal-oral route and is characterized by profuse diarrhea,
vomiting, dehydration, cramps and other symptoms. Sometimes called Asiatic cholera. See classical
cholera, El Tor cholera.
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Summary Article: cholera
From The Hutchinson Unabridged Encyclopedia with Atlas and Weather
Guide
Disease caused by infection with various strains of the bacillus Vibrio
cholerae, transmitted in contaminated water and characterized by violent
diarrhoea and vomiting. It is prevalent in many tropical areas.
The formerly high death rate during epidemics has been much reduced by
treatments to prevent dehydration and loss of body salts, together with the
use of antibiotics. There is an effective vaccination that must be repeated at
frequent intervals for people exposed to continuous risk of infection.

Since 2005, the World Health Organization (WHO) has recorded rising numbers of cholera cases, which
the organization blames on increasing sizes of populations living in unsanitary conditions. One of the
worst epidemics in recent times occurred in Zimbabwe in 2008–09, with over 98,000 cases and
4,200 deaths reported to the WHO by May 2009.
The sequencing of the complete cholera genome was completed in 2000, revealing that the pathogen
has two circular chromosomes, while most kinds of bacteria have only one. Many of the genes that
enable cholera to attack humans are found on the larger chromosome, which carries around 75% of the
genes. The discovery should aid the development of a more effective vaccine and other drugs to
combat the disease.
In 1996 US researchers revealed that infection by a virus (a bacteriophage) can convert a benign variant
of V. cholerae into a virulent form. The gene that codes for the cholera toxin is carried by a virus, and
when this virus infects V. cholerae that already contain genes for the pili (hairs) that allow bacteria to
cling to each other and to host cells, the resulting strain becomes virulent.
didyouknows
Crimean War
APA
Chicago

https://search.credoreference.com/content/topic/cholera

Harvard
MLA
cholera. (2018). In Helicon (Ed.), The Hutchinson unabridged encyclopedia with atlas and weather
guide. Abington, UK: Helicon. Retrieved from
https://search.credoreference.com/content/topic/cholera
© RM, 2018. All rights reserved.

© RM, 2018. All rights reserved.

https://search.credoreference.com/content/topic/cholera

APA
cholera. (2018). In Helicon (Ed.), The Hutchinson unabridged encyclopedia with atlas and weather guide.
Abington, UK: Helicon. Retrieved from https://search.credoreference.com/content/topic/cholera

Chicago
"cholera." In The Hutchinson Unabridged Encyclopedia with Atlas and Weather Guide, edited by Helicon.
Helicon, 2018. https://search.credoreference.com/content/topic/cholera

Harvard
cholera. (2018). In Helicon (Ed.), The Hutchinson unabridged encyclopedia with atlas and weather guide.
[Online]. Abington: Helicon. Available from: https://search.credoreference.com/content/topic/cholera
[Accessed 18 November 2019].

MLA
"cholera." The Hutchinson Unabridged Encyclopedia with Atlas and Weather Guide, edited by Helicon,
2018. Credo Reference, https://search.credoreference.com/content/topic/cholera. Accessed 18 Nov.
2019.

https://search.credoreference.com/content/topic/cholera

